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Reading at 
Lakeview in 

Years 3, 4, 5 & 6

A four year old can ask up to 400 why questions a day

At the age of 6 we have learned 50% of our vocabulary

We learn fastest in the first 10 years of our lives

By the age of 5, children have learned over 500 words.

By 12, they have learned over 50,000 words!
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Aims of the session

▪ To understand the expectation of reading at the end of Y6.

▪ To give you strategies when helping your child at home.

▪ To promote the benefits and enjoyment of reading.

By reading regularly with your child you will:

▪ Stimulate imagination

▪ Help develop language skills

▪ Help develop comprehension skills

▪ Demonstrate that reading is important

▪ Ultimately, make their lives easier
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Reading at the end of Year 6

▪ Children will apply their reading skills in nearly every lesson throughout KS2.

▪ It is vitally important that they are competent readers but also that they 

maintain a love of reading.

▪ In their KS2 SATs tests at the end of Year 6, children will be challenged with 

questions such as:



z How do we support in school?

▪ English lessons are often centred around a ‘class reader’ 

where the children will read as a class before completing a 

task linked to the text.

▪ Each year group uses ‘Reading Explorers’ which allows the 

children to engage with a range of fiction and non-fiction text 

types.

▪ Each class has a weekly library slot.

▪ We participate in World Book Week.

▪ Children are encouraged to take part in the Bedford Library 

Service ‘Summer Reading Challenge’.

At Lakeview, we encourage the children to read a wide range of 
different texts and as often as possible.
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Reading in Year 3

In Year 3, the children are starting to ask questions about texts and 
make inferences to show a wider understanding. 

The children enjoy learning new skills such as finding vocabulary in 
a dictionary, they enjoy the competitive element of who can find the 

word first.

We look at social issues and themes in texts such as bullying. The 
children make inferences to understand how a character would feel. 

We encourage the children to recognise and relate to this by 
discussing personal experiences.

In Guided Reading, the children enjoy exploring books such as ‘The 
Iron Man’.  We delve deeply into these books answering a variety of 
questions.
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Reading in Year 4

From this, they are able to retrieve, infer and deduct information from 

a text more easily, whilst continuing to foster a love for reading. 

In Year 4, the children are beginning to read more 
challenging stories which include a variety of vocabulary 

and themes.

They will be developing their understanding and enjoyment of 
stories, poetry, plays and non-fiction texts whilst learning about 
other cultures.

The aim is that they become independent, fluent and 
enthusiastic readers who can read and access a wide  

range of books frequently.  
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Reading in Year 5

Children are encouraged to unpick figurative language, using its 

meaning in their writing. 

In Year 5, children develop a love of poetry, myths and 
legends, which include vocabulary from pre-twentieth 
century writing.

Children read aloud and perform their own compositions, 
using appropriate intonation, volume and expression. 

Children are encouraged to read a wide variety of texts, 
including those that are topic specific. 

Children’s growing knowledge of language from a range of 
texts supports their enjoyment and understanding of 

language, their fluency as readers and their vocabulary for 
writing. 
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Reading in Year 6

We turn retrieving information into games where children need to 
‘skim and scan’ a text to find information at speed, in competition 

with their peers.

By Year 6, the children are reading advanced books which include 
more challenging vocabulary and themes. 

Children are taught to fully justify their opinions about a text using 
PEE paragraphs (point, evidence, explain).

Reading is a fantastic tool to become a better writer. Throughout 
Year 6, children are encouraged to read as much as possible, using 

what they read in their own writing. For example, children apply 
inference to their writing via ‘showing, not telling’. 



z

The Top 5 Strategies to Developing 
Confident KS2 Readers

▪ 1.Continue to talk about reading with your child everyday. 'What are you 

reading?' Is it good? What is it about? What has happened so far? Why 

do you like it? What don't you like?

▪ 2.Introduce them to a wider range of materials- newspapers, 

magazines, other genres of fiction to those they usually choose, non 

fiction topics

▪ 3.Be a reader yourself - show them that reading is a real thing for 

adults

▪ 4.Still read aloud to them at times- have a regular reading slot

▪ 5.If children are not in a daily habit, encourage them and prioritize - set 

quiet time aside at home when TVs and devices are off - protected 

reading time. Make it cosy - snuggle on the sofa, provide fruit / snack.
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The Reading Process

▪ At KS1 there is a huge emphasis on phonics in the early 

teaching of reading. Throughout KS2, the focus is on fluency 

and developing reading confidence, understanding the skills 

needed to be skilled readers.

Word reading

Decoding

Comprehension

When reading 
independently

When listening
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Reading comprehension is complex. 
When they read, good readers…

▪ 1.Activate background knowledge

▪ 2.Make predictions/ask questions

▪ 3.Visualise when necessary

▪ 4.Identify important words/phrases/ideas

▪ 5.Monitor meaning during text reading

▪ 6.Detect understanding breakdown and use repair strategies

▪ 7.Make connections and integrate meaning

▪ 8.Use inference

▪ 9.Summarise

▪ 10. Develop vocabulary and text experience

The reader is active, 

constantly thinking.
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How we read

Reading the lines

(literal 

understanding)

Reading through the lines 

(inferential and deductive 

reading)

Reading beyond the lines 

(evaluative and comparative 

reading)
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Inference: a subjective process where the reader 
determines what the author is suggesting, using 

background knowledge and prior
experience. 

Reading through the 

lines (inferential and 

deductive reading)

1. Activate background knowledge 
2. Make predictions/ask questions 
3. Visualise when necessary 
4. Identify important words/phrases/ideas 
5. Make connections and integrate 

meaning 

To use inference, we must read like a detective. We 
find the clues, across the text and use them to add 
layers of understanding, building a rich picture in our 
head 
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Inference

By Year 6, children will be applying these techniques to 
their own writing.

We call this ‘showing, not telling’ where they show how a 
character might be feeling rather than explicitly saying.
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Make connections and integrate meaning

Reading beyond the 

lines (evaluative and 

comparative reading)

Use inference

Summarise

And read frequently and widely to develop 
vocabulary and text experience
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Asking questions- make them think!

It is more 
powerful if we 
can get 
children to 
ask the 
questions 
themselves…. 
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Questions

If you have any questions, please speak to your 
child’s class teacher.

Thank you for coming! 


