
What is phonics?Our aim is for children to develop a love 
of reading and have the skills to be able 
to read and write independently.



What is phonics?Aims of the session

1. To explain the phonics screening check 

2. To support you with ways that you can 
help your children with phonics at home 

3. Introduce our new reading book system 



Phase 2 (CVC) 

In the Phase 2 children learn single sounds in 
Reception.

The sounds are 
taught in this order.

Words- sat, sit, tap, tip, top,
tin, can, pat, pet 

Sentences- I can run up the hill. 



Phase 3- Reception



Phase 3



Phase 4- Year 1 
The purpose of this phase is to consolidate the sounds already 
taught. Children are also exposed to adjacent consonants and 
multisyllabic words. 

tent        spoon           blend       toast

helpdesk          children      windmill



Phase 5- Year 1 
In the Phase 5 we teach the pupils that a spelling can represent 
more than one sound.
The purpose of this phase is to broaden a child’s knowledge of 
graphemes and phonemes for use in reading and spelling. When 
spelling words, children will now need to choose the appropriate 
graphemes to represent phonemes.
e



Key words

Key words are common words that need to be learned by 
sight. e



Phonics check  

• The national phonics screening check was 
introduced in 2012 to all Year 1 pupils in the 
country. It is a short, statutory assessment 
to ensure that children are making sufficient 
progress in the phonics skills to read words 
and are on track to become fluent readers 
who can enjoy reading for pleasure and for 
learning.

• It happens in June. 



How does it work?

Your child will sit with the class teacher and will be 
asked to read 40 words aloud. The test normally 
takes a few minutes. 

If your child is struggling the teacher will stop the 
check. The check is carefully designed not to be 
stressful for your child.

The check consists of a list of 40 words, half real 
words and half nonsense words, the nonsense words 
will be shown to your child with a picture of an alien. 







Why Pseudo Words/non- words / 
nonsense words / alien words?

• Non-words are important to include as they 
can’t be read using their vocabulary or from 
memory; they have to use their decoding 
skills. 

• This is a fair way to assess all children’s 
ability to decode. 



After the check 

• We will inform you of your child’s progress 
towards the end of the Summer term. 

• Children who have not met the standard will 
continue to receive support and then retake 
the check when they are in Year 2.



How you can help your child. 

• Immerse your child in a love of reading: share books and 
magazines with your child, take them to the library to choose 
books, read to them regularly, point out texts around you, e.g. in 
the street etc. 

• Make time for your child to read school books to you regularly –
encourage them by pointing to the words and ask them about the 
story they are reading. 

• Use phonics play www.phonicsplay.co.uk . This is a website which 
is packed with interactive phonics games to help children to 
learn to hear sounds and blend sounds. 

• If your child is struggling to decode a word, help them by 
encouraging them to say each sound in the word from left to 
right.



How you can help your child. 

• Discuss the meaning of words if your child  
does not know what they have read.

• Reading pages in books twice will support with 
fluency and understanding. Once children can 
read all the words with ease they can begin to 
enjoy the book. 

• Use the resources in your pack.  



Reading book 
system 



Reading book system

After February half term all children* in 
Reception and Year 1 will take home 3 books 
to last a week. 
Children will change their books on the same 
day each week.
Children will still need to bring them to 
school daily. 

* Children who score 40 in their mock phonics screening checks no longer 
require phonics books. 



Reading book system

1. A phonics book- children will bring home a 
phonics book for the phase they are 
currently working on, or books that 
contain a sound they are needing more 
help with. 

National Curriculum 
Pupils should be taught to read aloud accurately 
books that are consistent with their developing 
phonic knowledge and that do not require them 
to use other strategies to work out words. 



Reading book system

2. A colour banded book- your child will bring 
home a book from our whole school colour 
banded system as normal. These books 
provide children with a range of different 
genres, key words and exposure to new 
vocabulary. 
National Curriculum 
Pupils should be taught to re-read these 
books to build up their fluency and 
confidence in word reading.



Reading book system

3. A library book to encourage reading for 
pleasure that can be shared with people 
at home. Currently, year 1 will have 2 
library books, one from school and one 
from the mobile van. 


