Children and adults are at the heart of our school;
our school is at the heart of our community.

Autumn Term Newsletter
Welcome to the first Learning newsletter of the autumn term. Our first two
weeks have flown by, and the children have really settled back in to school
quickly. Even our youngest children in Nursery and Reception are already at
home in school and developing their independence by walking in without
adults.
On the first day of term is was great to see so many parents outside of school
as we greeted everyone on their return. There is a buzz around school and it
has been wonderful to walk around seeing the children enthusiastically
learning and having fun. Fantastic Friday afternoons are also now underway
with all children back in school engaged in enrichment activities.
On Wednesday in Reception (and nursery), the children made gingerbread
men. During free play, they then rescued me from being eaten by a
‘Tyrannosaurus Rex’ and gave me instructions to get to safety. At the age of
four and five our children are already developing as confident communicators
with adults which is a delight to hear and see.
Stunning Starts have now been held in each year group to launch our autumn.
It is hoped that at the end of this term, we will be able to invite families and
carers in to school so that children can share the celebration of their learning.
On Tuesday afternoon, we saw a great turn out as many parents joined us for
‘Meet the Teacher’ gathering. It was super to see so many parents in school
after nearly two years of absence and for some of us it was the first
opportunity to meet. Thank you for your support; we look forward to inviting
you in to school for many more events over the coming months.

Jackie Normanton, Head Teacher

STUNNING STARTS
Cygnets, Tadpoles and Newts

The children in Nursey and Reception have settled so well. They have
loved learning about ‘The Gingerbread Man’. Children in Reception made
their own yummy gingerbread men to eat whilst the children in Nursery
had fun decorating gingerbread men. The children have also carried out an
experiment to see what happens when different liquids are added
together, and described what they looked like. In addition, they have
visited the forest school to explore and have made nature bracelets. A
very busy week filled with fun!

Our new mud
kitchen in the
Newts and
Tadpoles
outdoor area
Made by Mr Evans
September 2021

Frogs and Toads - Year 1
We have been so
impressed by the way
the children in Year 1
have settled back into
school. They have
come into school
every morning smiling
and ready to learn
with their peers.
There was a big
discovery in Year 1 this
week when the
children found two
fragile eggs in the
outside area! They
have taken it upon
theirselves to look
after the eggs as there
was no sign of a
mummy and daddy
dinosaur. We have
spent the week
making a nest for the
eggs and drawing
what we predict the
dinosaur will look like
when it hatches out.
The Year 1 children are
now eagerly awaiting
the eggs to hatch to
see if their predictions
are right.

Dragonflies and Butterflies – Year 2
On Monday 13th September, Year 2 spent the
day exploring the culture of the various islands
down under. The children had the chance to
take part in a range of activities related to some
of the main islands of Oceania. We learnt the
Haka of Maori culture from New Zealand, the
Cibi tribal dance of Fiji, the Australian national
anthem and we learnt what the different parts
of these island flags represent.

It would have also been a shame had we
not used this opportunity to have some
messy learning opportunities through
our very own "Bush Tucker Trials." Some
of the activities included tasting Dingo
food, Kuala poo, Kangaroo poo, various
insects and we all had the chance to try
to find stars in some mystery boxes some messier than others. It was so
good to see the children being brave and
pushing themselves out of their comfort
zone to "have a go!" The reaction on the
faces when they realised that the tasting
were all pretend and actually made from
sweet food sources was brilliant.
Thanks for supporting us to create such a
brilliant start to the new school year and
we look forward to working with you in
the future.

One of the other challenges for the children was to
take on an "I'm a celebrity" style assault course
challenge to earn stars to redeem for their
afternoon barbecued hot dog and an ice lolly. We
had a brilliant day of learning and fun and we
cannot wait to invite our families and friends in to
see our learning of the term. More information will
be released nearer the time.

Kingfishers and Wagtails – Year 3
What a fantastic start to the year we have had in Year 3! After settling in to their new
classes, the children enjoyed finding out a little bit about their first topic – ‘Scavengers and
Settlers’. The children discovered that the prehistoric people, as well as making things to
help them to survive, spent long hours carving and shaping mammoth tusk ivory to make
artefacts that were special to them, as with the famous Stone Age finding - ‘The Lion
Man’. They then had the opportunity to get mucky as they worked with clay to make their
own ‘Lion Man’ sculpture as seen in the photos.

The children had the opportunity to demonstrate the Values we have been learning about in
class during our tricky teambuilding challenges. They showed great perseverance as they
worked together to complete the cup stacking challenge, while in the animal print hunt, the

children used orienteering skills to locate clues hidden around the school grounds, solving
maths calculations as they went.
The children have persevered and overcome challenges throughout, demonstrating a
positive mind-set and understanding how important it is to strive to do their very best in
everything. It has also been really pleasing to see the classes truly demonstrating our weekly
value of kindness.
Finally, a huge thank you to all of the families who responded to our summer home learning
project. It has been terrific to hear the children sharing their learning and we have been
amazed by the Stone Henge models received so far.
Please do visit the ‘Learning’ tab on the school website for further Year 3 home challenges this term:
https://www.lakeview.beds.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=290&type=pdf.

Mallards and Herons – Year 4
In year 4, we kicked off our autumn
topic 'Life Amongst the Leaves' by
challenging the children to create a
piece of rainforest storm sounds
using only their hands. We watched
a video and learnt how to make the
pitter-patter sounds of rain, rolling
thunder and downpours of water
from the leaves. The children learnt
about metachronal rhythm by
practising the Mexican wave first, to
understand how the rhythm of the
storm would work. They then moved
on to learning a tribal dance called
the Gumboot dance. The gumboot
dance is a South African dance that is
performed by dancers wearing
wellington boots. In South Africa
these are more commonly called
gumboots. It required a lot of coordination with a mixture of clapping
and stamping. We all had lots of fun
working as a year group on our
performances.

Hawks and Eagles – Year 5
For our stunning start in Year 5, we
completed a carousel of activities.
We had an amazing Brazilian dance
workshop where the children had
the opportunity to try out different
movements and balances to
complete a routine. We also ran an
art workshop with a focus on the
famous Cornish artist Jane Askey
and used her mesmerising paintings
of St Ives as our inspiration.

Swans and
Cranes – Year 6

Finally, the children had a chance to test out
their culinary skills by following a recipe to
make Cornish pasties. Anyone who walked
past the kitchen commented on how amazing
they smelled and hopefully they tasted just as
good. We cannot wait to send off our work to
Jane Askey as she has promised to respond
and provide feedback on our fantastic
recreations of her art.

Swans and Cranes – Year 6
***Year 6 Stunning Start- Fight for your Rights!***
Year 6 experienced protesting against injustice and
fighting for their rights first-hand when the adults
created an experience which led them to believe
that they were going to need to give up half of
their Saturdays in order to help them with their
learning.
All of the children were against this proposal so it
led to some fantastic, passionate writing where
they were trying to persuade Mrs. Normanton to
change her mind. The day culminated in a protest
on the school field followed by a Q&A session with
Mrs. Normanton.
They will now use this experience to better
understand how groups such as the suffragettes
fought for the right to vote in History lessons,
when they try to persuade others to vote for them
in the upcoming Head Boy and Head Girl elections
and to learn about the importance of using our
voice to have our opinions heard.

Next week
A newsletter will be sent outlining our forthcoming events for the autumn term
along with a parent invite to our first parent forum at the end of the month.

