
What is phonics?Our aim is for children to develop a love 
of reading and have the skills to be able 
to read and write independently.
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What is phonics?Essential information

• The sound the letter makes 

• The precise sound when they are 
pronouncing 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwJ
x1NSineE

• To say the sound once

• To record lower case letters

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwJx1NSineE


Expectations

By the end of the year children should be secure with Phase 
3/Phase 4.

Children practise reading and spelling words and sentences 
daily. You could encourage your child to continue using these 
skills at home.

Here are some ideas to get them reading and writing:
• Shopping lists
• Labels
• Post-it notes
• Cards
• Diary
• Invitations
• Road signs  



Phase 1
Phase 1 is about exposing children to sounds, words and rhymes. It 
develops their speaking and listening skills. Children should be 
exposed to language-rich environment.

Games:

Rhyming strings- e.g. log, dog, frog and _____
Spot the word that does not rhyme- cat, bat and head
Identify the sounds (animal sounds or household sounds)
Alliteration- Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled 
peppers
Match objects that begin with the same sound
Oral blending and segmenting
Making different sounds and mouth movements to help 
their production



Blending and segmenting

Blending and segmenting are the skills needed for 
reading and spelling.

Blending is when sounds are pushed together to 
read a word 
c-u-p makes cup

Segmenting is when you separate a word into the 
individual sounds. E.g. Tell me the sounds you hear in 
fish, f-i-sh

Children need to be able to do this verbally before physically. 
Lots of practise is needed with these skills.



Phase 2

In the Phase 2 children learn single sounds.

The sounds are 
taught in this order.

We teach up to 4 sounds 
each week and revisit all 
sounds on a Friday.

Children will be exposed to reading and spelling 
words and simple sentences from the beginning.



I can run up the hill.



Phase 3



Phase 3



Phase 4
The purpose of this phase is to consolidate the sounds already 
taught. Children are also exposed to adjacent consonants 
(consonant blends and consonant clusters) and multisyllabic 
words. 

tent        spoon           blend       toast

helpdesk          children      windmill



Phase 5
In the Phase 5 we teach the pupils that a spelling can represent 
more than one sound.
The purpose of this phase is to broaden a child’s knowledge of 
graphemes and phonemes for use in reading and spelling. When 
spelling words, children will now need to choose the appropriate 
graphemes to represent phonemes.
e



Key words

Key words are common words that need to be learned by 
sight. Children should read and spell these words by sight.
e



Phonics Games!

1. Cross the river
2.Bingo
3.Kim’s game
4.I spy…
5.Word building
6.Symbol search
7.Sound swap

8. Pass the parcel 
9. Metal Mike
10. Phonics Play





Handwriting
There is a large emphasis placed on handwriting. In Early Years we work on 
forming letters correctly and the children will start to join their letters in 
Year 1.



Thank you for your time

Do you have any questions?

Behind every young 
child who believes in 

themselves is a 
parent who believed 

in them first.


