Children and adults are at the heart of our school;

our school is at the heart of our community.

Our Lakeview children in Forest School admiring our
Reflection Tree - the cherry tree which was donated by
Frosts Garden Centre. It has really grown!

Early Years
The children in Nursery and Reception have really enjoyed learning about ‘The Gruffalo’. The
children in Nursery made their own Gruffalo using their handprints and Gruffalo face masks.
In forest school, the children made log pile houses and dens.
The children in Reception looked for the Gruffalo after finding his footprints on the floor, the
children made posters to try and find him. They used different ingredients to make their own
Gruffalo crumble and put it in the Gruffalos den to entice him back!

During this week, the children have been learning about ‘Owl Babies’. The Nursery and
Reception children made bird feeders to hang out in our outside area to observe birds.
They also made cotton wool owls and got creative by making owls out of playdough and
feathers. They have really enjoyed the topic and finding out facts about owls. The
children in Reception have made their own owl books. We have learnt about owls and
found out some facts. We made a display for everyone in school to see our lovely owl art!

Year 1
The children in Year 1 have had an enjoyable few weeks learning! We had an
exciting delivery of jelly babies and the children became very caring parents.
They spent the day looking after their jelly baby by naming it and creating an
adoption form, creating a healthy lunch, finding a suitable baby sitter and
organising a first birthday party for their babies!
Dylan said “I liked taking care of it”.
Blake mentioned how he liked feeing his baby custard.

We then kicked off our new topic ‘Who am I?’ by learning about our family history. We
loved hearing about the children’s family and created a family tree. We have also
begun our Science topic which is based around the human body and the five senses.
Year 1 loved getting out of the classroom and going around school on a sound walk.
They were able to discuss if the sound they heard was loud, quiet, high, low or soft.
In Maths the children have been impressing us with their ability to count forwards to
100. We are now practising in counting backwards and cannot wait to see their
progress over the next few weeks. They have loved working in their new Year 1 Maths
books and showing us how they can represent numbers in a variety of ways!

Year 2
This half term we have been most impressed by the way that year 2 have come back into
school and have shown excellent year 2 learning behaviours. We are challenging all year 2
children to display our school visible values through their learning and the way they move
around school. This term has seen children have lots of first time experiences which includes their first whole school and key stage assemblies, eating lunch as a whole school in
the hall, playtimes with other year groups and learning brand new routines which other
year groups would be used to. We are impressed by the way year 2 have transitioned into
these activities with resilience and confidence. Our responsibility and kindness values have
been at the forefront of our learning and it has been so great to see many children in year
2 showing these across all areas.
This term our theme has been ‘Islands Down Under’ and following our incredible stunning
start which included a bush tucker trial, we have explored the various islands in all areas
of the curriculum. We have begun to look at the meaning of Aboriginal art and what the
symbols and images mean and have then created our own to represent ourselves. In PE we
have learnt various dances from different island cultures such as the Cibi from Fiji and
Haka from New Zealand. Our geography lessons have introduced us to the wider world
and learning the 7 continents and 5 oceans through a very catchy song – sorry if your
children are constantly singing it at home - as some parents have commented. We have also
begun to compare Australia to Wixams, I'’m sure you can guess some of the differences!
For English we have been writing an information report which started with the focus of
Australia through learning of a text map. We then innovated the map to look at New Zealand and the children have now finished their writing for the invention of their own Island.
This was a combination of making up facts and using similar facts that we have learnt for
the different Islands of Oceania. We have enjoyed this learning and are continuing our focus for the rest of the term on handwriting and the use of expanded noun phrases. In
maths, we have consolidated our year 1 learning and will begin our learning of addition
and subtraction for the rest of this term. Enrichment activities such as art and forest
schools have been a huge hit and will be made increasingly more exciting as the weather
gets muddier and wetter – wellies are a must though! We are glad to be back into the flow
of school life and we are so pleased to meet all of our families which was especially pleasing when we met most of you during the meet the teacher session. Please come and say
hello if we haven't had chance to meet you properly.

Year 3

This term we are learning about early humans in our ‘Scavengers and Settlers’
topic. In History, the children have enjoyed finding out about the Stone Age people
and what was needed for survival. They have learned about the three different
periods of the stone age and how life changed between them. They have considered
the impact of tools, animals and housing on survival. Most recently, Year 3 have
investigated the discovery of Skara Brae and what this tells them as historians.
In English, we have been using the book ‘Stone Age Boy’ as our writing stimulus to
explore setting and character. The children have used drama to thoroughly immerse
themselves in the text and are able to retell it with confidence. They have been
investigating what must be present in a single clause sentence, as well as identifying
pronouns, adjectives, simple conjunctions and the importance of punctuation and
capital letters. The children have enjoyed applying these skills to writing a diary
from the perspective of ‘The Stone Age Boy’.
In Maths this term, the children have grown in confidence in using manipulatives to
support their understanding of place value and addition and they have applied this
to adding 3-digit numbers to 3-digit numbers. As they have grown in confidence
with addition, they are able to work with increasing independence and
accuracy. The children are now moving on to subtraction and they will apply their
learning to problem solving.
Finally, in science, Year 3 have been developing their knowledge of working
scientifically skills and have used these in investigations. They have answered ‘big
questions’ including: Can a plant survive without leaves? The children designed and
then carried out their own investigation involving removing leaves from their very
own viola plants before observing and recording changes over time. They have
ensured it was a fair test by understanding which variable they were changing and
which others remained unchanged. Throughout this activity, they have demonstrated
the values of teamwork and responsibility in caring for their plants. For the rest of
this half term, they will consider how water is transported in plants.

Year 4

We have had a busy 4 weeks in Year 4! We have been learning all about states of
matter in Science. Over the last few weeks, the children have explored a variety of
solids, liquids and gases, discussing their properties and sorting them into groups.
During our Science enrichment sesions, the children have been challenged to create the
strongest structure using biscuits and melted chocolate. As you can imagine, there were
a lot of children licking their fingers!
This week in English, the children had the opportunity to read aloud their stories to a
partner. They showed a lot of confidence and pride in their work. “I loved hearing the
story that my friend had written.” Manan

Year 5

In Year 5, we have been focusing on a class
text ‘Brightstorm: A Sky Ship Adventure’. It has
really engaged both classes and they have
used this to inspire our writing.
From this text, we have been able to write a
persuasive letter to gain a place on the
expedition to the unknown continent, they have
also taken part in some drama producing
freeze frames to help them to retell a chapter.
A few of the children from Hawks and Eagles
discussed and justified what they thought of
the text so far:
Josh likes that it is an adventure story and it
really allows you to picture in your head what
is happening as you read.
Mattie enjoyed acting out parts of the story to
help her to retell a chapter of the text. Her
favourite part of the story so far has been
when the characters got tricked by the bandits.
“It made me feel worried if they would steal
their sky ship”.
Bethany loves how each chapter ends on a
cliff hanger and leaves you wanting more.
Helen would recommend this text to our
community as it is an exciting read.

In our Geography lessons, we have been
exploring our local area. The children have
discussed the physical and human features
in Wixams. They researched the climate in
each months in Wixams and compared it to
the climate in Cornwall. They explored how
even though both areas are in England, they
can sometimes differ in temperature

Year 6

The Year 6 children have made a fantastic start to life at the top of the school! Following their protest at the start of the year, the children have been able to explore significant events in the progress of democracy in this country. For example, they have created news reports about Magna Carta, social media pages for famous suffragettes and
will now be exploring the political street art of the famous but mysterious Banksy using screen printing.
“I’m excited to learn about Nelson Mandela and find out what he stood up for.” Jess
“In History, I really enjoyed learning how the suffragettes convinced others to vote. We
also did our own protest and learnt about their extreme acts.” Saffanah
“I have really enjoyed art so far and I am really looking forward to screen printing.”
Kaiden
“In History, I enjoyed writing a diary entry from the perspective of a policeman (in
1903) about the Suffragettes.” Mia said.
Leading up to the Head Girl and Head Boy elections in the next few weeks, the children have learnt and applied persuasive techniques in English lessons in order to encourage their peers to vote for them.
“I am proud of the persuasive letter I wrote.” Grace stated.
The children in Year 6 have particularly enjoyed being active during their PE lessons.
This half term they have had the opportunity to engage in invasion games where their
passing and catching skills, communication and spatial awareness have been put to
the test.
“I have enjoyed PE this year because we have been throwing, catching and moving into
space.” Torin said.
“PE is really fun this year because it has helped us develop our co-ordination and
teamwork skills.” Tony said.
In Science, the children loved refreshing their knowledge of life cycles and habitats
when they worked as scientists to ask their own questions and set up fair tests to explore the preferred habitats of invertebrates. We just hope the mealworms enjoyed meeting the Year 6’s as much as they enjoyed meeting them!
We have enjoyed our fun experiments and investigations with live subjects.
Well done Year 6!

